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356 THE TSCHERTSCHEN DESERT.

outwards, and similarly between No. 13 and No. 14. But the first real breach in
the wall occurs between No. 15 and No. 16, in that the dune which fences in bajir
No. 16 on the east has advanced considerably farther towards the west than that
which bounds No. 15 on the east. Bajirs 16 to 20 inclusive possess one and the
same sandy wall, and it occupies a more westerly position than the sandy wall
which bounds Nos. 21 to 27 inclusive. No. 28 is divided into two by a sandy
spur. Another dune-wall is common to Nos. 29— 35, though it is less straight and
less continuous than those which I have already named. Another spur juts out be-
tween Nos. 36 and 37. Bajir No. 38 possesses a very distinct dune-wall, but it soon
becomes lost amongst the sands which stretch to the south of it; and from that
point the regular accumulations of sand gradually die away, and the steep dune-
walls become shorter and shorter. In the extreme south this same conformation
distinctly reappears, although on a very much smaller scale than in the north. Thus
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Fig. 299. DIRECTION OF THE DUNE-ACCUMULA-
TION ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF BAJIR NO. 4I. Fig. 300. THE SAME IN BAJIR NO. 4.

there exists a belt of exceptionally irregular formation in the middle of the southern
half of the desert. This may possibly be conditioned by some inequality of the sub-
stratum or underlying surface, though it is of course masked by the dunes, and is
not visible to the eye.

In the chapters which deal with the marginal lakes situated amongst the sand
on the right bank of the Tarim I have discussed the origin of the sandy thresholds
or isthmuses, that is to say, the low necks of sand which frequently divide the lakes
into two basins and in the desert separate the bajirs one from the other. One can-
not of course speak with perfect certainty with regard to this problem without
having precise and accurate data to go upon, including measurements by means of
graduated staves exposed throughout the whole of at least one storm-period. In
default of such data, my statements only claim to explain the causes of the existing
arrangement of the sand. But this may at any rate safely be laid down, that im-




