36 THE KURUK-TAGH AND THE KURUK-DARJA.

The station-house of Jing-pen stands on a terrace, 3 m. high. Immediately
south of it is what at the first glance looks like a long, narrow marsh, entirely over-
grown with thick kamisch, except in places where the open water shows. The water
was only frozen along the shores. Wild-geese and wild-duck frequent it, and there were
also partridges. As the water was slightly salt, a well, 0.60 m. deep, had been dug at the
side of the marsh, and fresh water kept bubbling up at the bottom so freely that the
well was full up to the level of the water in the marsh; its temperature was 9°.1 C.
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Fig. 36.

g ek 1l T R T L
R e T

But a closer investigation revealed the fact, that this was not merely a marsh
pure and simple, but the bed of an old river, in fact a part of the Kuruk-darja.
FFor on the south it is again bordered by another terrace presenting the same
appearance as the terrace on the north; and on both alike there are numerous
poplars growing in clumps and groves. But immediately below the station-house the
right bank, except for a few scattered tamarisks, is quite bare. Farther to the south
there is said to be a narrow belt of dunes, crossed by the road to Tikenlik; on
this last, in S. 12° W., we could see a potaj, or road-pyramid.

The accompanying sketch-map of the immediate vicinity of Jing-pen makes it
perfectly evident, that this elongated marsh between the parallel terraces cannot very
well be anything else except an actual river-loop. Not only is it extraordinarily well
preserved, but it possesses all the usual qualities of a river-loop, being contained
between distinctly marked erosion terraces, which are crowned, especially at the
sharp bends, with forest. Farther east the bed of the Kuruk-darja is immeasur-
ably more broken down and filled up, and it is so dry that the vegetation beside
it died out long ago. Hence the impression is irresistibly forced upon one, that the
Jing-pen portion of the river carried water at a much later period; perhaps a branch
bifurcating from the Kontsche-darja may have penetrated up the upper part of the
Kuruk-darja as far as Jing-pen. At the present time however no such stream would
seem to flow that way, even in times of exceptional high water.* The water which
we observed south of the station-house is derived from fresh springs, and gravitates
naturally into the hollow, where it becomes stationary, and turns salt. The springs

appear to be fed by the Budschentu-bulak, the brook from which comes to light again
here; they, like it, yield a constant supply.
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| * Kosloff says, »At Empen there still survives an old river (i/e4), which, according to the na-
tives, 1s maintained during the summer by water that flows down the watercourses issuing out of the
Kuruk-tagh, but for the most part it is supplied by springs situated not very far away. In this di-
strict, the vegetation which grows beside the lake-like arm of the river — a survival from ancient
times — is precisely like that at Turfan-karaul.» (Lop-nor, p. 56).
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