THE GLENS AND STREAMS OF THE ILVE-TSCHIMEN AND THE ASTIN-TAGH. 245

drainage-channel out of the Upper Astin-tagh, (which we crossed over on the 8th July

1900) yet so slight a swelling that it is not perceptible to the unaided eye. From

the }ast-mentioned rout¢ we were able to see as far as the Kala-kol without let
or hindrance.

Fig. 194. THE SAME.

. December 3rd. From Mandarlik we travelled towards the east-south-east,
keeping a few kilometers from the foot of the mountains, in front of which stand
occasional groups of small detached eminences. In the other direction, that is north-
wards, it was a long way to the southern foot of the Upper Astin-tagh, and in that
direction there were only one or two very small hills, rising like islands above the
otherwise level expanse. We passed the Kala-kol on our left, at a distance of 3 or
4 km. It appeared to be of oblong shape, and was then frozen over, notwithstanding
the heavy percentage of salt it is said to contain, and all round its flat shores, there
were even then white stretches of crystallised salt. On its southern shore, where
the stream enters it, there was some grass. Here also was a very shallow temporary
stream, divided into several arms which passed round a small free-standing rocky hill.

After that we forded a large eroded stream, called Kiiliik-saj, a very im-
portant feature in the geographical morphology of the region. Its glen appeared
to come from the S. 60° W. and to form a vast dividing-ravine between the Akato-
tagh and the Schia-manglaj; the latter had continued to decrease in altitude right
down to the left bank of the Kiiliik-saj. Thus the Schia-manglaj is pretty sharply
demarcated from the Akato-tagh, being a northern outgrowth from it, but it is much
more intimately conjoined with the Ilve-tschimen. Orographically, however, the three
names merely indicate different parts of one and the same range, sometimes lofty,
sometimes low. After emerging from the mountains, the Kiiliik-saj does not run
particularly far towards the north-east before it terminates in a /ajdang, or perfectly
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