NORTH AND WEST OF THE ANAMBARUIN-ULA. 377

Four Walls respectively. What amount of historical truth there may be at the
bottom of this tradition, current amongst the Mongols, I am unable to say.

On 21st January we rode through a country that was cut up with ravines and
watercourses to yet an even greater extent than hitherto; it was excessively tiring
and trying to the patience of our loaded caravan. The ground was everywhere
strewn with coarse detritus and fragments of stone, some lying on the surface,
others uplifted on a sort of pedestal of hard sand, which resists destruction, while
the softer material all around it is washed away. Our route led towards the north-
west, west-south-west, and west. The belt of vegetation and the ice-sheet of Lu-
tschuen-tsa both came to an end a little way below our camp. After that we kept
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Fig. 299. AT LU-TSCHUEN-TSA.

to the right terraced bank, the track being good so long as we continued parallel
with the watercourse. At length we crossed over the watercourse, which appeared
to stretch a long way towards the N. 10° W. To the N. 5° W. we perceived a west-
ward promontory of the nearest little desert range, whilst its eastern extremity was
visible to the N. 40° E. Still farther towards the north-east we saw smaller groups
of mountains, though faintly outlined like mist. Quite close to the westward pro-
montory I have mentioned the Lu-tschuen-tsa glen appeared to intersect the water-
course we were following, and after that it appears, as I have already stated, to
break through the more northerly and rather higher of the two desert ranges.
What forced us to turn to the north-west was a fairly large spur of the Anam-
baruin-ula, though it was built up entirely of soft materials. Its position was im-
mediately west of Lu-tschuen-tsa. When it at length terminated, the road, marked
at intervals by cairns of stones, curved round to the west-south-west and, sedulously
following the contours of the mountains, wound backwards and forwards a thousand
times or more. Evidently the eroded watercourses are easiest to cross over just at
Hdedin, Fourney in Central Asia. 111 48




