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June 1st. From Camp X we ascended yet another 8o m. as far as a little
easy saddle or pass, which is orographically significant only as forming the water-
divide between the big latitudinal valley on the north and a very small self-contained
basin on the south; the latter being a tiny cauldron-shaped depression, with a minia-
ture lake in the middle, or rather a large pool, no doubt formed from the snows
of the last few days. The range of Piaslik, which borders this little basin on the
south, is crossed by a pass of precisely the same absolute altitude as the preceding
pass, namely 4159 m. South of it we travelled diagonally across the western part
of the latitudinal valley between Piaslik and the Kalta-alaghan, passing on our right,
that is to the west, what appeared to be a free-standing butte, but which may very
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well have been merely an offshoot or spur of some mountain-range or other. The
rather large, open glen which lies on the southern side of this butte was stated by
my guides to run towards the west-south-west and to enter the Toghri-saj, a state-
ment I am unable to control, though it seems to me not improbable. In the upper
part of this glen there is thus a saddle, which separates the water that flows down
to the glen leading into the Toghri-saj from that which enters the flat, irregularly
shaped depression which we were then crossing over. That this really is a self-contained
drainage-basin appeared to be evident from the rather extensive area of moist, flat
sedimentary ground which we passed close on our right hand, and towards which
the then dry watercourses converge. This depression is bordered therefore on the south
by the Kalta-alaghan, which we crossed by means of a pass 4326 m. high, the
highest point we had attained since leaving Tscharklik. The level alluvium in the
bottom of the depression was coloured red from the mountains of red sandstone
and conglomerate, very friable and much disintegrated, that shuts it in all round.




