ALONG THE SOUTHERN FOOT OF THE ARKA-TAGH. 503
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Fig. 442. LAKE XX AS SEEN TOWARDS THE WNW FROM CAMP XXXI.

On 20th September we marched north-east diagonally across the latitudinal
valley, fording several small brooks, the water of which flowed under thin sheets of
ice down into lake No. XIX. Thus we had once more reached a threshold, and
its altitude was 4863 m. At length we came across hard rock in a watercourse,
namely a green, finely crystall}ne schist; dipping 59° N. This water-divide afforded
an extensive view. The Arka-tagh was here rather lower than hitherto, and bore
relatively little snow; and on its southern side the main range is flanked by a con-
fused jumble of rounded heights, built up of yellow friable earth and covered with
a little moss. The threshold of which I have just spoken separates lake No. XIX
from lake No. XX. The descent from it towards the north-east is relatively steep,
and by the time we reached Camp XXX we had got down to an altitude of 4596
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