542 OROGRAPHY OF CENTRAL TIBET.

[ : 1,000,000, on which every well-known itinerary that has hitherto been made across
Tibet will be traced. It is self-evident, that with such a map to help one, it would
be far easier to follow the course of the mountain-ranges than by instituting pro-
visional comparisons between the maps of the different explorers. And yet one
| other practical reason! I intend within a month or two to start upon a fresh journey
| to the unknown parts of Tibet, during the course of which I hope to be able to
E fill up many of the more serious gaps that now confront us. In view of this, it will
E be better to postpone my critical and final analysis until after my return home from
i - my new journey, when the result cannot fail to be at all events invested with greater
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l from what is the most important of all, namely the general map on the scale of

thoroughness and completeness. What I have to say in the following pages must
therefore be regarded as merely a preliminary attempt or sketch of a characteristic,
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: and in this I shall confine myself principally to a consideration of the eastern
I half of the highlands of Tibet that possess internal drainage, namely the region
il between 31° and 39° N. lat. and 86° and 92° E. long. It is within these limits
; that the greater part of my own Tibetan journeys fall, and it is within their con-
I. fines that the most important journeys of other travellers have lain. In default of
{ the big general map of Tibet, I have had prepared a provisional substitute on
the same scale of 1:1,000,000, showing my own journeys, and on the same
sheet I have myself plotted the requisite routes, namely those of Prschevalskij, the
Pjevtsoff expedition, Carey, Wellby, Bower, Rockhill, Bonvalot, Dutreuil de Rhins,
and Littledale. The three expeditions mentioned first, fall however to such a small
extent within the region of internal drainage as I have just defined it that they
E are of very little real use to us, except that they help us to follow more easily
1 the course of the mountain-ranges. On the extreme south, again, the region is
touched to only a very slight extent by Nain Singh’s route. The map which [ have
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