Finally, we came to the important question of an archaeological duplicate col-
lection for Sweden. I drove this point home with a judicious mixture of mildness
and diplomatic eloquence: »When I take upon myself the responsibility for the
costs of this great expedition, when I make you a present of a system of meteoro-
logical stations complete with instruments, when I give your scientists the oppor-
tunity of field studies and enrich your museums you ought to be glad to seize the
opportunity of showing your gratitude in some way. You are the greatest people
on earth, you have the most ancient and the most brilliant history and a splendid
future, you rank with the foremost civilized nations and you have a literature
that 1s studied in all countries, your art and architecture is admired all over the
world, you are a far-sighted, noble, clever and lovable people — and you are not
delighted at the opportunity I give you of showing me this generosity in return for
my great sacrifices for you! If I should not carry out this expedition and go home,
you would get absolutely nothing. If I do go through with it you will get the
complete series of finds, and the only thing I ask is duplicates. Your country and
your ancient art and culture will then become better known in Europe; it is an
advertisement for China. I attach great importance to this point, for I cannot
go home without archaeological finds, I should be laughed at and criticised.

They: The term »duplicate» is very difficult to define. If a grave contains five
similar pots, the set cannot be divided even if all the pots are exactly alike.

) & Yes, but if we find two graves, both exactly alike?

They: Well, then you have the one. It is our intention to present you with a re-
presentative collection of archaeological objects from the enterprise. But
we are bound by a treaty with Japan according to which nothing may be
taken out of China or Japan — not even by expeditions that pay all their
travelling expenses themselves. You have noticed that in our fifteen ar-
ticles nothing is mentioned about any such gift to you. The reason is that
the Japanese would otherwise have accused us of breaking the treaty.

f & I understand. But if everything else is to be made binding by a written
contract I have no guarantee concerning this point, which is of the greatest
importance for me. You, can, then, draw up a special secret contract cover-
ing this point, and give me an original copy that I may have to fall back
on when the expedition is concluded.

They: With pleasure; you shall receive such a written promise.

Finally, I said that I hoped that they would clear up the points concerning the
Chinese staff and the matter of the archaeological collections in a satisfactory
way. In all the other points we were at variance only as regards details that could
be easily arranged and that were not to be allowed to stand between us and our great
common goal: the service of science. They pleaded, however, that they were only
delegates and that the meeting would decide. When was it to be held? In four
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