latter, politely asking to be permitted to know what gentlemen comprised the board

of the Urumchi society for the preservation of antiquities.
From some obscure source in Urumchi there had also circulated a rumour that

the Chinese members of the expedition were in some way connected with the mur-
der of YANG. It was thus apparent that we had enemies in Urumchi who were
doing what they could to damage us by spreading malicious slanders.
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