Fig. 7. Sketch-map of the place of bifurcation between the Konche-darya and the Qum-darya drawn by
Parker C. Chen. The northern dam is the one whose destruction is mentioned in the text. The southern
one is seen in Pl. 35. The four dug passages are here marked as one opening just below the letter »T»
in Temenpu. (It is evident from the plan that the work of forcing the water back into the old channel
was started at a spot that afforded the least labour, but that it was doomed to fail. An attempt to
divert the river lower down, where it bends to the lett, would have been more successful. F, B.)

were driven into the bed of the river, forming two lines across the stream. On
April 19th, 1934, the river was at this point 69.6 m wide; its maximum depth
was 3.63 m, the maximum velocity of the current 0.679 m, and the volume of water
80.18 cub.m per second. The stakes in each line stood closely packed, but there
was an interval of a few meters between the lines; and the four hundred workmen
had with feverish haste to fill the gap with earth, reeds, roots, boughs and
debris. When the work was completed the river would meet this barrier and be
compelled to turn away to the right, through the four passages that had been
dug in the high bank. In a word, it was to return obediently to its old bed.

But all was in vain. The water trickled between the stakes and washed away
the filling; and when the high-water arrived in autumn the whole barrage was swept
away, the massive stakes being smashed aside like matches.

This desperate struggle with the river had been renewed since then, but with
no greater success. Only on the left bank are 10 m of shattered fragments of the
dam still to be seen; and on the right bank between the dug passages there still
stand ten huts where the workmen used to live. ‘The bottoms of the four
passages are about two meters above the surface of the river in spring; but in the
autumn some water goes through them to the old bed and Tikenliq, P1. 36.

This attempt, made only a few years ago, to harness the river and compel its
masses of water to follow man-made laws instead of those of Nature, was not the
first in the history of the stream. An old Chinese document called »The Classic
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