: re comprehenslive picture can be obtained of the noli+
ties. Now with these slab-records a more comp i P 111;1,331’

’ 1t] in Hsi-yu.
ilitary, and other conditions 1n . |
mﬂlmﬂﬂ Sven Hedin and Sir Aurel Stein also discovered at the old site of Lou-Lan lahs ’
gt

similar kind but bearing the dates of Hsfan-h.‘sf“ /& aquhiﬁ:‘*ﬂi etc. wlji(i;h S am% iﬂdlfiCEl'Eing s
sife of Lou-Lan is the city of Hsi yu-Chang shih® of the Wei :"ind Chin djf't:lasue:s.” Compareg
with my latest and their earliest dates theirs are late by Sf;}lnﬂ 2?2 years. JhLIrIS lfm‘ T:he stud‘}r of
the northern part of Lob Nor in the early part of the lHan _d}n'asty my material 1@ especially
appropriate. Therefore I have done my best to transcribe _a]ild interpret them, which serve 1,

fill up gaps that are left by the old chronicles.
: : . 45 - o B |
The writings are in archaic forms known as T'sao-Li" and sometimes also in a loose style
hard to decipher. I consulted many calligraplic experts concerning my Interpretations, hut many
are still in doubt. By presenting to reader the original manuscripts in photographic reproduc-
tion, I mean to ask for their opinions, so that corrections can be made in a future edition.

A few remarks are necessary in regard to plates and text-figures. I'hey are of three cate.
gories. The first kind are the maps which I compiled from works of modern cartographers and

historical geographerf to illustrate my interpretation of hydrographic changes as noted in Chap-
ter I, Part I, on the drainage of Lob Nor, and the routes of east-west commuhication noted in
Chapter III, which are subject to change as our knowledge of this region 1s more and more wid-
ened. Of the second category are the maps which were drawn by myself as route maps in my
diaries and were directly drawn in the field during my travels. The maps published in this
volume are only a very small percentage of what I had drawn. The panorama sketches were
mostly made from photes taken by me in the field; the original photos were either badly exposed
or not well developed and not suitable for direct reproduction. Of the third category are the
figures in the plates or in the texis. There are 3975 figures in the 56 plates, and 108 text-figures,
of which 34 are coloured, and the rest, profiles and restorations.

The arrangement of figures according to kinds and types has been adopted to facilitate com-
parative morphological studies. In the description of localities in the chapters of Part II their
horizon and state of preservation have been noted. It is hoped that with attached tables and the
index for the plate figures, cross references can be easily established.

For more details, readers are kindly asked to read the original text. As this work was pre-
pared during the war, life was precarious, and 1iving Insecure. But the dangers of those years
only served to stimulate me to complete my present volume. It is indeed my good fortune that
in spite of world shaking events, the book has at last appeared.

The six years that were consumed 1in writing up the manuscript and the long years that it

has waited for publicat_iﬂn have put me under obligation to many individuals and organizations,
some of whqm have been mentioned j

mentioned in the original text.
not have been possible.

n this translation of my prefacem but many more are
Without their help and encouragement this monograph would

Peiping
September 18, 1948.
. BB (BULH R, 264065 A D.)
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