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for it has prevailed to our OWX day among their neighbours 11

parts of Asia most remote from each other.! The silk, silk-stufls,
and furs of China preserve their fame to our own day also; and
their iron to which Pliny assigns the palm was probably that fine
cast-iron, otherwise anknown to the ancients, which is still one of

the distinguishing manufactures of China.’

15. Of actual diplomatic communication with
lieve there is only one obscure trace in Roman history; this 1s
in the representation of the historian Florus that among the
numerous missions from remote nations that sought the footstool

of Augustus there came envoys also from the Seres.”

the Seres I be-

1 Thus Wood quotes the testimony regarding the Chinese of a travelled
Mullah in Badakshan: ¢ Like every other native of those countries with
whom I conversed on the subject, he praised their probity and good
faith”’ (p.279). Burnes heard that * their commercial regulations are just
and equitable. The word of a Chinese is not doubted, nor does the tea
ever differ from the sample” (iii, 195). And on the remote frontier of
Burma and Siam, “all the travellers whose journals I have consulted
speak in unconscious unison of the bitter feeling with which the Burmese
are regarded by all the alien tribes which are in any way subject to their
authority. And they speak with a like unanimity of the high character
which was ascribed to the Chinese for justice, moderation, and good
faith” (On Geog. of Buwrma, ete., in J. R. G. S., XXVil).

o « Fx omnibus autem generibus palma Serico ferro est. Seres hoc cum
vestibus suis pellibusque mittunt” (xxxiv,41). “Wefound cast-iron potsand
pans of remarkable quality to form a chief item among the miscellaneous
«“ notions” (apart from the silk which is the staple) imported by the
Chinese into Ava by the Yunan Road. The art of iron casting is, like
most Chinese arts, a very old one; and we find that in the first century
Ta.c. the people of Tawan or Farghana acquired the new art of casting
iron tools and utensils from Chinese deserters (Julien t

e e : 5 ; , quoted by Lassen,
ii, 615). There is mention of Chinese iron in a passage of the Arabi
; abian
ageographer Thn Khurdadbah, quoted below (§ 83).
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