PRELIMINARY ESSAY.
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Roman Empire and 1ts inhabitants

had some striking points of analogy 1]3:::- (’r{hﬂse‘ v:ac:rlsg ﬂjft’t;; :]:;::::
which are indicated in the classica BBGI‘l-p 1 - o
mistaking the fact that 1n this case a .
Tr::: ;‘:;GEBWI;Z within t}i horizon of vision, yet 't]:}e d:;::i;
. cribed to it are often far from being true characteristics,
zily the accidents of its outer borders tuwm:ds therea.it;lse _—
18. The name of Seres 18 probably ﬂ?ﬂm its ear 1{1.?::-5‘t e
west identified with the name of ﬂ;et Eﬂkworm E&BZSE ; Se ﬂ}:ﬁrdy t;
and this association continued until the name o A
ooraphical expression.! Yet 1t was long beto
Elfeﬁijt:nz g];ea; aiy correct conception of t'he | :1:1&’5111'1L of ?;Z
article which they imported at so much cost.  Virgil tells m: 1
Qeres combed out from the leaves of the forest the fleecy staple
of their trade; and poet after poet echoes the stm:y down to
I Claudian.? Pliny knows no better, nor does Ammianus, three
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? ! The Chinese See and Szu, Silk, is found in the Cc}r?an lan%a,geﬂi
i dialect in the form Sir, in Mongol Sirkek, 1n Manchu Sw'g?f. ﬂk&p;rm
supposes this word to have given rise to the Greeﬁk oNp, EJI e s 11;}1 :,-51?
and Shpes, the people furnishing silk, and hence Sericum, S1LK. (:{51 . rel.
a 1 Asie, iii, 265.) Looking to the Tartar forms of t?le word f}he 1dea sug;
gests itself that Servcum may have been the first importation, and tha
; Sér and Seres may have been formed by inverse analogy from tlztart word
: taken as an adjective. Deguignes makes or borrows a suggeatmn that
the word Sherikoth, which occurs in the Hebrew of Isaiah, xix, 9 (“ The?:
that work in fine flax and they that weave net-works shall be confounded
¥ —Deguignes by mistake quotes Ezekiel) means silk, and he refers to t:.he
l Arabic Saragat. This, according to Freytag, means a long piece of white
& silk, sometimes silk in general. (Mem. de UVAcad. des Insc., xlvi, 575.)
1 " Pardessus, in the modern Mem. de UAcad. des Insc., XV, p. 3, says Sir 18
E Persian for silk, but I cannot discover the authority. Sarah, connected
- with the Arabic word just quoted, is ““a stripe of white silk.” (F. Johnston's
Dict.)
2 A specimen from Silius Italicus is worth quoting, as it shows a correct
idea of the position of the Seres on the shores of the remotest eastern
sed :

=== - o

«« Jam Tartessiaco quos solverat eequore Titan
In noctem diffusus equos, jungebat Eois
Littoribus, primique novo Phaethonte retecti
Seres lanigeris repetebant vellera lucis™” (Opening of book vi).

In another passage an audacious hyperbole carries the ashes of Vesu-
vius to that distant land:

“ Videre Eoi monstrum admirabile Seres
Lanigeros cinere Ausonio canescere lucos’ (xvii, 600).
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