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PRELIMINARY ESSAY.

ander the name of LIKAN or LIKIEN, a name which Pauthier with

some probability refers to the empire of the Seleucide of Syria,
whose conquests at one period extended to the regions of the
Oxus.!

The name Ta-thsin (Great China), we are told, was applied to
those western lands on account of the analogy of its people to
those of the middle kingdom. Some even alleged that they had
sprung originally from China. But this was probably a puerile
perversion, and we may Suppose that the name was given from
some perception that those Greek and Roman countries bore to
the west the same relation that China and its civilisation bore to
Eastern Asia.

From this we gather, among other things, that the Chinese in
the time of Panchao recognised the term Thsin as a name by which
they were known, at least to foreigmers. Indeed Fahian the
Buddhist traveller (early in the fifth century) repeatedly speaks
of his native land under this name,® though perhaps with a re-
stricted reference to the ancient territory of the Thsin which was
the province of his birth.

31. Tathsin, according to the earlier of these notices, 1s other-
wise called the kingdom of the Western Sea. It is reached from

. the country of the Tiaochi (Tajiks, or Persians, according to Pau-

thier and others), by traversing the sea obliquely for a distance of

" 2000 miles, and is about 8000 miles distant from Changgan or

Singanfu. The name of the capital is ANT0.> The Ansi, and
people of India, drive a great and profitable trade with this em-
pire by the way of the Great Salt Sea, and merchants sailing
thither are obliged to provide themselves with necessaries f{;'
Fhree years. Hence there are few who succeed in reaching so
remote a region. The extent of the empire is 2000 miles from
east to west, and as much from north to south,® and it has 400
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