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For if we do not their behests we and all our children
our wives shall die!”” And the friars answered them saylng :

¢ Since ye come hither that we through death temporal may
attain to life eternal, do that which ye are bidden. For we
are ready to bear manfully whatever tortures ye may inflict
on us for our religion and for the love of Jesus Christ our
Lord.” And when they answered with this boldness and
constancy, that Christian who had joined their company got

and

into deep altercation with those four evil men. For he .
spake to them in this wise, saying: “ Had I but a sword I

would hinder your doing this, or ye should slay me along
with them.” Then they caused the friars to strip. And
straightway Friar Thomas, joining his hands in the sign of
the cross, suffered first, his head being cut off. And one of
them then smote Friar James on the head and clove him to
the eyes, and then immediately cut his head off. Friar De-
metrius also first received a desperate stab in the breast and
then his head was cut off. And as they thus rendered their
souls to God in martyrdom, straichtway the air was illu-
minated, and it became so bright that all were stricken with
amazement, and at the same time the moon waxed wonder-
fully light and lustrous. And after this there were so great
thunderings, lightnings, and flashings of fire, that almost all
thought their end was come. And that ship which ought to
have taken them to Polumbum, but carried them to Tana
against their will, went to the bottom, so that nothing ever
was known of her or her crew.

11. The same continued.

And in the morning the Cadi sent to the house to take
possession of the friars’ gear; they found there Peter of
Sienna, the comrade of the other three friars, and took him
to the Cadi. So the Cadi and other Saracens addressed
him, and made him promises of great things if he would
deny the faith, and confess that of Machomet. But he only
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