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terms of the account that the road to Cathay was not unfre-
quently travelled by European merchants in his day, and from
some of these Pegolotti had obtained the notes which he com-
municates, as he himself in one passage distinctly intimates.l

The fourth volume also of Pagnini’s work is occupied by a
later book of character similar to that of Pegolotti’s, written in -
1440 by Giovanni di Antonio da Uzzano, under the name of
Lzbro di Gabelli e Paesi e Musure di pin, e divers: Laoghi, ete. At
that date direct intercourse with Eastern Asia had long been
interrupted, and the book has nothing of interest to extract for
this collection. It contains, however, among other matters,
some curious lists of the duties on a vast variety of wares at the
different Italian marts, and a treatise containing sailing direc-
tions for the Mediterranean.

Pegolotti’s book begins as follows -

In THE NAME OF THE Lorp, AmEen !

THIS book is called the Book of Descriptions of Countries
and of measures employed in business, and of other things
needful to be known by merchants of different parts of the
world, and by all who have to do with merchandize and
exchanges ; showing also what relation the merchandize of
one country or of one city bears to that of others; and how
one kind of goods is better than another kind ; and where
the various wares come from, and how they may be kept as
long as possible.

The book was compiled by Francis Balducei Pegolotti of
Florence, who was with the Company of the Bardi of
Florence, and during the time that he was in the service of

on the route to Cathay, and adds: « Independent of the route which he
followed in going to China, Pegolotti describes also that of the caravans
which without doubt he followed in returning from the Indies to the
Mediterranean.” This is grievous inaccuracy. Pegolotti never was in
China, and describes no such return route as is here indicated. The
nearest approach to it is the list of tolls between Ajiazzo and Tabriz in
his chapter vi.

L < Secondo che si conta per gli mercatanti che I hanno usato,” 1s his ex-
pression with regard to the road in question.




