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Information regarding the journey to Cathay, for such ag will go by
Tana and come back with goods.

IN the first place, from Taxa to GINTARCHAN]
five days with an OX-Waggaon,
with a horse-waggon.

may be twenty-
and from ten to twelve days

On the road you will find plenty of
Moceols, that is to say, of gens d’armes.® And from Grittar-

chan to Sira may be a day by river, and from Sara to
SARACANCO,3 also by river, eight days. You can do thig

either by land or by water ; but by water you will be at less
charge for your merchandize.

From Saracanco to Organcr may

be twenty days’ journey
n camel-waggon.

It will be well for anyone travelling with

! Gintarchan, or as helow less 1ncorrectly

though according to Sprengel the old city des
was further from the Caspian than the present
Rubruquis in the preceding century as
most probably a clerical error for Sittark
the seat of a Minorite convent.

Tarkhan. Ibn Batuta says
blished himself there, i

place from all duties, Tarkhan, he says

Gittarchan, is Astracan,
troyed by Timur in 1395
one. It is mentioned by
Summerkeur or Summerkent,
ent, and in this century it was
The original name was Haj-, or Hajji-
it was so called after a devout Haj

otes the mention of thig title by a Gre

ek author as
e Emperor Justin,

(Ibn Batuta, ii, 410, and Edr’s.
note, 458 ; D’ Ohsson, i, 45, ete.) In the Carta Catalana and Portulano

Mediceo the place appears as Agitarcham ; in Fra Mauro’s Map as Aze-

trechan ; by Barbaro and others, up to the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, we find it called Citracan.

? Moccoli are in another bassage explained by Pegolotti to be Tartari
scherani, bandits or troopers. The word 18, I suppose, simply Mongols,

0 Asia Moghols, which will be almost the
Tuscan pronunciation of Moccol. Indeed the word is called by the Ar-
menians Muchal (Newmann’s Chron. of Vahram, p- 88).

> On Sarai see supra, P- 231. Saracanco appears to be unquestionably
Sarachik, on which, and on Organci or Urghanj, see pp. 232, 234.




