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rest their cattle, for these were nearly done up, what with
the difficulties of the road, the weight of the marble which
they carried, and the scarcity of barley. At this place our
traveller was asked by the priests why he did not fast dur-
ing their appointed time of fasting. This was asked in
order that he might offer a bribe for exemption, or that
" they might extract a fine from him. And they were not far
from laying violent hands on him, to force him into their

place of worship.

Departing hence, after twenty-five days’ journey they
came to the city of Cianis, a small place indeed, but
strongly fortified.  This territory was governed by an
illegitimate son of the King of Cascar, who, when he heard
that our brother and his party professed a different faith,
began to utter threats, saying that it was too audacious a
proceeding that a man professing another creed should
intrude into that country, and that he would be quite
justified in taking both his life and his property. But when
he had read the royal letters which Benedict carried he was
pacified, and after the latter had made him a present he
became quite friendly. Omne night when this prince had
been long engaged with the priests and doctors of his faith
in one of their theological discussions, it suddenly came
into his head to send for Benedict, so he despatched a horse
for him and desired him to come to the palace. The strange
hour at which this message came, and the harsh reception
which they had at first experienced from the Prince, left
little doubt with Benedict’s party that he was sent for to be
put to death. So having torn himself from his Armenian
comrade, not without tears, and earnestly begging him to
do his uttermost, if he at least should escape the present
danger, to carry the news of his fellow traveller’s fate to the
members of the Society, Benedict went off fully prepared to
meet his death. On getting to the palace he was desired
to engage in a discussion with the Doctors of the Mahomedan




