H88 JOURNEY OF BENEDICT GOES

converts as far as his own acquirements went, and gaining
the love of all as he did so. Yet he was not a priest; but
he was held in high esteem for his great good sense and
other valuable qualities natural and acquired. Hence also
he was admitted to the intimate friendship of the Mogul
Sovereign, and when this prince was despatching an embassy
to Goa, along with his own envoy he sent Benedict also in
the same character.

This king indeed entertained a project for the conquest of
(Portuguese) India, and it may be ascribed to Benedict’s
prudence that war with so powerful a monarch was averted.

A short time before his death he wrote to warn our mem-
bers at Peking never to put faith in Mahomedans, and also in

deprecation of any future attempts to travel by the route

which he had followed, as being both dangerous and useless.
A circumstance 1s well-known in our Society which manifests
the holy character of the man. Remarking how many years
had past without the opportunity of confession and absolu-
tion, “1 am dying,” he said, ¢“without this consolation, and
yet how great is God’s goodness! For He does not allow
my conscience to be disturbed with anything of moment in
the review of my past life !’

A truly abominable custom prevailed among those mer-
chants, that the property of anyone dying on the way should
be divided among the rest of the company. On this account
they laid hold of Isaac the companion of Benedict, and tied
him up, threatening him with death unless he would call
upon the name of Mahomed. Ferdinand, however, sent a
memorial to the Viceroy at Canceu claiming Isaac’s libera-
tion. The Viceroy passed his orders on the petition, desiring
the Governor of Socieu to decide according to right and jus-
tice, and to restore the youth’s uncle to him with the pro-
perty of the deceased. At first the governor was favourable
to Ferdinand, but when some forty of the Saracens joined
together to bribe him, he then threatened to flog Ferdinand,




