lxx1iv NOTE ON CAREER OF SIR GEORGE UDNY YULE

his astonishing marches, till he succeeded in driving them across the
Nepaul frontier. No part of Bengal was at any time in such danger, and
nowhere was the danger more speedily and completely averted. a

After this Yule served for two or three years as Chief Commissioner of
Oudh, where in 1862 he married Miss Pemberton, the daughter of a very
able father, and the niece of Sir Donald MacLeod, of honoured and beloved
memory. Then for four or five years he was Resident at Hyderabad, where
he won the enduring friendship of Sir Salar Jung. ‘“Everywhere he showed
the same characteristic firm but benignant justice. Everywhere he gained
the lasting attachment of all with whom he had intimate dealings—except
tigers and scoundrels.”

Many years later, indignant at the then apparently supine attitude of the
British Government in the matter of the Abyssinian captives, George Yule
wrote a letter (necessarily published without his name, as he was then on the
Governor-General’s Council), to the editor of an influential Indian paper,
proposing a private expedition should be organised for their delivery from
King Theodore, and inviting the editor (Dr. George Smith) to open a list of
subscriptions in his paper for this purpose, to which Yule offered to contribute
£2000 by way of beginning. Although impracticable in itself, it is probable
‘that, as in other cases, the existence of such a project may have helped to
force the Government into action. The particulars of the above incident
were printed by Dr. Smith in his Memoir of the Rev. Jokn Wilson, but are
given here from memory.

From Hyderabad he was promoted in 1867 to the Governor-General’s
Council, but his health broke down under the sedentary life, and he retired
and came home in 1869,

After some years of country life in Scotland, where he bought a small
property, he settled near his brother in London, where he was a principal
instrument in enabling Sir George Birdwood to establish the celebration of
Primrose Day (for he also was “one of Mr. Gladstone’s converts”). Sir
George Yule never sought ¢ London Society’ or public employment, but in
1877 he was offered and refused the post of Financial Adviser to the Khedive
under the Dual control. When his feelings were stirred he made useful
contributions to the public press, which, after his escape from official
trammels, were always, signed. The very last of these (SZ James Gazelte,
24th February 1885) was a spirited protest against the snub administered by
the late Lord Derby, as Secretary of State, to the Colonies, when they had
generously offered assistance in the Soudan campaign. He lived a quiet,
happy, and useful life in London, where he was the friend and unwearied
helper of all who needed help. He found his chief interests in books and
flowers, and i_n giving others pleasure. Of rare unselfishness and sweet
hature, single in mind and motive, fearing God and knowing no other fear,
he was regarded by a large number of people with admiring affection. He
Ene:t his death by a fall on the frosty pavement at his door, in the very act of

oing a kindness. An interesting sketch of Sir George Yule’s Indian career
by one who knew him thoroughly, is to be found in Sir Edward Braclclu::»n"'s.ﬂI
Thirty Years of Shikar. An account of his share in the origin of Primrose
Day appeared in the St James Gaszette during 1891. .




