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on the carpets.] Outside the hall will be found more
than 40,000 people; for there is a great concourse of
folk bringing presents to the Lord, or come from foreign
countries with curiosities.

[n a certain part of the hall near where the Great
Kaan holds his table, there [is set a large and very
beautiful piece of workmanship in the form of a square
coffer, or buffet, about three paces each way, exquisitely
wrought with figures of animals, finely carved and gilt.
The middle is hollow, and in it] stands a great vessel of
pure gold, holding as much as an ordinary butt; and at
each corner of the great vessel is one of smaller size [of
the capacity of a firkin], and from the former the wine or
beverage flavoured with fine and costly spices is drawn
off into the latter. [And on the buffet aforesaid are set
all the Lord’s drinking vessels, among which are certain
pitchers of the finest gold, ] which are called vernigues,’
and are big enough to hold drink for eight or ten
persons. And one of these is put between every two
persons, besides a couple of golden cups with handles,
so that every man helps himself from the pitcher that
stands between him and his neighbour. And the ladies
are supplied in the same way. The value of these
pitchers and cups is something immense; in fact, the
Great Kaan has such a quantity of this kind of plate,
and of gold and silver in other shapes, as no one ever
“before saw or heard tell of, or could believe.?

[There are certain Barons specially deputed to see
that foreigners, who do not know the customs of the:
Court, are provided with places suited to their rank;
and these Barons are continually moving to and fro in
the hall, looking to the wants of the guests at table, and
causing the servants to supply them promptly with wine,
milk, meat, or whatever they lack. At every door of
the hall (or, indeed, wherever the Emperor may be)




