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Which scheme is successfully carried out. The wanderers then make a raft on which
they embark on a river which plunges into a cavern in the heart of a mountain ; and
after a time they emerge in the country of Arimaspia inhabited by the Cyclopes ; and
s0 on. The Gryphon story also appears in the romance of Huon de Bordeaux, as
we_ll as In the tale called ‘Hasan of el-Basrah’ in Lane’s Version of the Arabian
Nights.

It is in the China Seas that Ibn Batuta beheld the Rukh, first like a mountain in b
the sea where no mountain should be, and then ‘‘ when the sun rose,” says he, ‘“ we J
saw the mountain aloft in the air, and the clear sky between it and the sea. We were
in astonishment at this, and I observed that the sailors were weeping and bidding 1
each other adieu, so I called out, ¢ What is the matter?’ They replied, ¢ What we
took for a mountain is “‘ the Rukh.” If it sees us, it will send us to destruction.’ It
was then some 10 miles from the junk. But God Almighty was gracious unto us,
and sent us a fair wind, which turned us from the direction in which the Rukh was;
so we did not see him well enough to take cognizance of his real shape.” In this
story we have evidently a case of abnormal refraction, causing an island to appear
suspended in the air.*

The Archipelago was perhaps the legitimate habitat of the Rukh, Dhefore circum-
stances localised it in the direction of Madagascar. In the Indian Sea, says Kazwini,
1s a bird of size so vast that when it is dead men take the half of its bill and make a
ship of it! And there too Pigafetta heard of this bird, under its Hindu name of
‘Garuda, so big that it could fly away with an elephant.t Kazwini also says that the
’Angka carries off an elephant as a hawk flies off with a mouse ; his flight is like the
loud thunder. Whilom he dwelt near the haunts of men, and wrought them great ‘
mischief. But once on a time it had carried off a bride in her bridal array, and
Hamd Allah, the Prophet of those days, invoked a curse upon the bird. Wherefore
the Lord banished it to an inaccessible Island in the Encircling Ocean. ,

The Simurgh or ’Angka, dwelling behind veils of Light and Darkness on the in-
accessible summits of Caucasus, is in Persian mysticism an emblem of the Almighty. ;

In Northern Siberia the people have a firm belief in the former existence of birds |
of colossal size, suggested apparently by the fossil bones of great pachyderms which
are so abundant there! And the compressed sabre-like horns of Rkinoceros tichorinus
are constantly called, even by Russian merchants, é7ds’ claws. Some of the native
tribes fancy the vaulted skull of the same rhinoceros to be the bird’s head, and the - |
leg-bones of other pachyderms to be its quills ; and they relate that their forefathers
used to fight wonderful battles with this bird. Erman ingeniously suggests that the
Herodotean story of the Gryphons, from under whick the Arimaspians drew their gold,
grew out of the legends about these fossils.

I may add that the name of our 700%4 in chess is taken from that of this same
bird ; though first perverted from (Sansk.) »a#%, a chariot.

Some Eastern authors make the Au4% an enormous beast instead of a bird. (See
J. R. 4. S, XIII. 64, and Elliof, 11. 203.) A Spanish author of the 16th century
seems to take the same view of the Gryphon, but he is prudently vague in describing
it, which he does among the animals of Africa: ““The Grifo whick some call |
CAMELLO PARDAL . . . . 1s called by the Arabs Y/7:Z (!), and is made just in that 1
fashion in which we see it painted in pictures.” (Marmol, Descripcion General de |
Affrica, Granada, 1573, I. f. 30.) The Zorafa is described as a different beast, which |
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it certainly 1s ! )

(Bochart, Hierozoica, 11. 852 seqq.; Mas'udi, IV. 16; Mem. dell Acad. deld’ b
Instit, di Bologna, 111. 174 seqq., V. 112 segq. ; Zurla on Fra Mauro, p. 62; !
i

* An intelligent writer, speaking of such effects on the same sea, says: ‘‘ The boats floating on a J}

calm sea, at a distance from the ship, were magnified to a great size; the crew standing up in them

appeared as masts or trees, and their arms in motion as the wings of windmills ; whilst the surrounding £
islands (especially at their low and tapered extremities) seemed to be suspended in the air, some feet !

above the ocean’s level.” (Bennett's Whaling Voyage, 11. 71-72.) : 2 :
t An epithet of the Garuda is Gajakiirmdsin, ** elephant-cum-tortoise-devourer,” because said to

bave swallowed bo'h when engaged in a contest with each other. _ *
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