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but they did not hold well together nor were they
united, and thus they lost their territories and were
dispersed over divers countries ; and those who remained
all became the servants of King Sain.!

After King Sain reigned King PaTu, and after Patu
Barca, and after Barca MUNGLETEMUR, and after
Mungletemur King Toramancur, and then Tocrar the
present sovereign.”

Now I have told you of the Tartar kings of the
Ponent, and next I shall tell you of a great battle that
was fought between Alau the Lord of the Levant and
Barca the Lord of the Ponent.

So now we will relate out of what occasion that battle

arose, and how it was fought.

NOTE 1.—-!-The COMANIANS, a people of Turkish race, the Polovtzi [or * Dwellers
of the Plain” of Nestor, the Russian Annalist] of the old Russians, were one of the
chief nations occupying the plains on the north of the Black Sea and eastward to
the Caspian, previous to the Mongol invasion. Rubruquis makes them identical with

the KIPCHAK, whose name is generally attached to those plains by Oriental
writers, but Hammer disputes this. [See a note, pp. 92-93 of Rockhills Rubruck.
—H. C.] ,

ALANIA, the country of the Alans on the northern skirts of the Caucasus and
towards the Caspian; LAc, the Wallachs as above. MENJAR is a subject of doubt.
It may be Mdjar, on the Kuma River, a city which was visited by Ibn Batuta, and 1s
mentioned by Abulfeda as Kummdjar. It was in the 14th century the seat of a
Franciscan convent. Coins of that century, both of Majar and New Majar, are
given by Erdmann. The building of the fortresses of Kichi Majar and Ulu Majar
(little and great) is ascribed in the Derbend Nameh to Naoshirwan. The ruins of
Majar were extensive when seen by Gmelin in the last century, but when visited by
Klaproth in the early part of the present one there were few buildings remaining.
Inscriptions found there are, like the coins, Mongol-Mahomedan of the 14th century.
Klaproth, with reference to these ruins, says that Majar merely means in “‘old
Tartar” a stone building, and denies any connection with the Magyars as a nation.
But it is possible that the Magyar country, z.e. Hungary, is here intended by Polo, for
<everal Asiatic writers of his time, or near it, speak of the Hungarians as Majar.
Thus Abulfeda speaks -of the infidel nations near the Danube as including Auldk,
Majérs, and Serbs; Rashiduddin speaks of the Mongols as conquering the country
of the Bashkirds, the Majdrs, and the Sassan (probably Saxons of Transylvania).
One such mention from Abulghazi has been quoted in note 2 to ch. xxii.; in the
Masdlak-al-Absdr, the Cherkes, Russians, Aas (or Alans), and Majar are
associated ; the Majar and Aldn in Sharifuddin. Doubts indeed arise whether in
some of these instances a people located in Asia be not intended.* (Rubr. p. 246;

* This doubt arises also where Abulfeda speaks of Majgaria in the far north, “ the capital of the

country of the Madjgars. a Turk race” of pagan nomads, by whom he seems to mean the Bashkirs.
(Reinaud's Abulf 1. 324.) Foritisto the Bashkir country that the Franciscan travellers apply the
term Great Hungary, showing that they were led to believe it the original seat of the Magyars.




