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Malayan inet) has been made in the west from ancient times. The
Egyptians stained their hands red with the leaves of the plant! (Egyp-
tian puger, Coptic kuper or khuper, Hebrew kopher, Greek «impos). All
Mohammedan peoples have adopted this custom; and they even dye
their hair with henna, also the manes, tails, and hoofs of horses.”* The
species of western Asia is identical with that of China, which is sponta-
neous also in Baluchistan and in southern Persia.’ Ancient Persia
played a prominent réle as mediator in the propagation of the plant.*
“They [the Persians] have also a custom of painting their hands, and,
above all, their nails, with a red color, inclining to yellowish or orange,
much near the color that our tanners nails are of. There are those
who also paint their feet. This is so necessary an ornament in their
married women, that this kind of paint is brought up, and distributed
among those that are invited to their wedding dinners. They there-
with paint also the bodies of such as dye maids, that when they appear
before the Angels Examinants, they may be found more neat and
handsome. This color is made of the herb, which they call Chinne,
which hath leaves like those of liquorice, or rather those of myrtle. It
grows in the Province of Erak, and it is dry’d, and beaten, small as
flower, and there is put thereto a little of the juyce of sour pomegranate,
or citron, or sometimes only fair water; and therewith they color their
hands. And if they would have them to be of a darker color, they 1‘1.1b
them afterwards with wall-nut leaves. This color will not be got off in
fifteen days, though they wash their hands several times a day.”® It
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