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Marco Polo’s account.! YULE comments as follows: ‘“The mines of

L4jwurd (whence ’Azur and Lazuli) have been, like the ruby mines,

celebrated for ages. They lie in the upper valley of the Kokcha, called
Kor4n, within the tract called Yamgén, of which the popular etymology
is Hamah-Kén, or ‘All-Mines,” and were visited by Wood in 1838.2
The produce now is said to be of very inferior quality, and in quantity
from thirty to sixty pud (thirty-six lbs. each) annually. The best
quality sells at Bokhara at thirty to sixty tillas, or 12 [. to 24 [. the pud
(Manphdl).””® In the Dictionary of Four Languages,* lapis lazuli is
styled ts%n kin $ ¥ € A; in Tibetan mu-men, Mongol and Manchu
nomin.

The diamond is likewise attributed by the Chinese to Sasanian
Persia, and I have formerly shown that several Iranian tribes were
acquainted with this precious stone in the beginning of our era.® Dia-
mond-points were imported from Persia into China under the T‘ang
dynasty.®

89. The first mention of amber in Chinese records is the reference
to amber in Ki-pin (Kashmir).” Then we receive notice of the occurrence
of amber in Ta Ts'in (the Hellenistic Orient)® and in Sasanian Persia.?
The correctness of the latter account is confirmed by the Biindahis$n, in
which the Pahlavi term for amber, kahrupai, is transmitted.’® This word
corresponds to New Persian kahruba, a compound formed with kah
(““straw’’) and ruba (““to lift, to attract’).!! The Arabs derived their
kahruba (first in Ibn el-Abbas) from the Persians; and between the
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It,AM1ﬂgies_ﬂCmr in all languages: Chinese ¥i-kiai 3 FF (“attracting mustard-
seeds™); Sanskrit frinagrahin (‘“‘attracting straw”); Tibetan sbur len or sbur lon,

of ;hfbsame meaning: French (obsolete) tire-paille. Another Persian word for amber
1s Sanbari. -
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