170 | SURROUNDINGS OF THE RAKAS-TAL.

Between the Kailas and Rakas-tal there is a much more extensive plain thap
the one north of the Manasarovar. The ground consists of sand and gravel, coy
with sparse steppe-vegetation and bushes, and, nearest the lake, very got;d -
On this plain Parka is situated on the fasam or high-way. The river whic]?;a?;
out in the middle of the northern shore of the lake is formed from the brooks of
the valleys on both sides of the Kailas; one of its branches passes Parka. Wh:n
I crossed this river, on July 28th, 1908, 1t flowed in two branches, one havip
only 2 or 3 cub.m., the other I1s. :




