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acknowledged by even the Chinese to be weak and mcom-
petent, and his Associate Resident had been allowed to
resign some months back. The new Amban, though
appointed in December, was only just leaving Chengtu,
and could not reach the frontier till January. 'The new
Associate Resident had been given sick-leave before even
joining his post. Mr. Ho, though 1 had given him the
above-mentioned very serious warning, made no haste to
proceed to Lhasa, but had loitered at Phari. Kven if the
Chinese showed less indifference, they could do little with
the Tibetans. Mr. Ho was refused transport, and Colonel
Chao (his successor) had informed me that the new Resi-
dent could not bring large numbers of troops into Tibet,
as Tibetans would refuse to furnish transport and sup-
plies. As regards the attitude of the Tibetans, the people
in the vicinity and the Shigatse deputies were perfectly
friendly, but the Lhasa authorities were as obstructive as
ever. 'The delegates, since the first formal wvisits, had
refused all communication, social or official, with me.
The two Sikkim men made prisoners remained in custody,
and Tibetan troops lined all the heights between our camp
and Gyantse or Shigatse ; and there was much probability
that Siberian Buriat Lamas were present in Lhasa. The
result of all our moderation in the present and previous
years was nil, and I could, I said, no longer hold out any
hope to Government of a peaceful solution of the question.

On October 11 I left Khamba Jong to proceed to
Simla to confer with the Government of India on future
action, and thus ended this futile effort to settle the ques-
tion on the frontier.

The unsatisfactory nature of the situation had in the
meanwhile been taken notice of by the Government in
England, and, under their instructions, Sir Krnest Satow,
our Minister at Peking, on September 25 presented a note
to the Chinese Government, stating that, in spite of the
Dalai Lama having agreed that negotiations should take
place at Khamba Jong, the Tibetan representatives had
refused to negotiate there; they had imprisoned two British
subjects at Shigatse, and refused to release them ; and
they were collecting troops, and making hostile prepara-
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