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lead to occupation, and that we would withdraw from
Tibetan territory when reparation had been secured.

It had been hoped that it would be possible to alter
the Treaty before I left Lhasa, but it was clear in the
circumstances that it was not desirable that I should have
postponed my departure.

As to the separate agreement, the question of claiming
for the trade agents at Gyantse the right of access to
Lhasa was carefully considered before His Majesty's
Government decided that no such condition was to be
included in the terms of the settlement, and a subsequent
request made by the Government of India for a modifica-
tion of this decision was negatived by the telegram of
August 8. No subsequent reference was made to the
Secretary of State on the subject, and it was not till the
receipt of the letter of October 6 from the Government
of India that he learned that I had taken on myself the
responsibility of concluding an agreement giving the trade
agent at Gyantse the right to visit Lhasa to consult with
the Chinese and Tibetan officers there on commercial
matters, which it had been found i1mpossible to settle at
Gyantse. In the circumstances, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment had no alternative but to disallow the agreement as
inconsistent with the policy which they had laid down.

- Attention had already been drawn to the fact that
questions of Indian frontier policy could no longer be
regarded from an exclusively Indian point of view, and
that the course to be pursued in such cases must be laid
down by His Majesty’s Government alone. It was
essential that this should be borne in mind by those who
found themselves entrusted with the conduct of affairs in
which the external relations of India were involved, and
that they should not allow themselves, under the pressure
of the problems which confronted them on the spot, to
forget the necessity of conforming to the instructions
which they had received from His Majesty’s Government,
who had more immediately before them the interests of
the British Empire as a whole.

Such were the final views and orders of the Secretary
of State upon the Mission. The reasons for my action




