V. The Genealogy of the Chiefs of Sod

The following genealogy was obtained from Sher-‘Ali-Khan, the present ex-chief
of Sod, who has a house at Sod (Yul-ba-ltag), as well as at Bilargo. On a visit to
Dkar-dkyil, in 1914, I was told that the chief was just then at Bilargo. Therefore
I dispatched Phun-tshogs, my munshi, to visit him in that place, and to see if he
were in possession of a genealogy of his family. Sher-‘Ali-Khan actually produced a
document written in Urdd, containing the pedigree of his family. With regard thereto
the chief said that the oldest MS. of it had been destroyed in previous wars; but
" that the family had taken care to restore the pedigree from memory, as best they
could, soon after its loss.

Phun-tshogs copied the one-sheet Urda manuscript in Tibetan characters, and
added to it a few notes in Tibetan, which the chieftain was good enough to dictate
to him. The additional notes are put in brackets.

The principality was very small. It comprised only the valley of a tributary
of the Wakka river, coming down from the Hamoting-pass and falling into the
Wakka river between Pas-kyum and Dkar-dkyil. |

The village of Yul-ba-ltag may be traced on the survey map, on which it is spelt
Yuhbatak. A little to the north-east of this place on the map there occurs the word
Piu (spe-hu, spi-hu, ‘ tower’). This may mark the site of one of the ancient castles.
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