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people are not in the habit of smiling much. Nevertheless,
the quarrels are usually mild, though noisy; and one feels
that, on the whole, the people are good-natured. The very
profanity of the Chantos expresses their mildness. I had
some most profane camel-men and guides, but the strongest
expression that I heard was, “Damned bad old pig.”

In discussing the shrines and hospitality of the Chantos,
I have given some illustrations of their religious tolerance
and democracy. The former trait is not at all in accord with
the general tendency of Mohammedanism, while the latter is
highly characteristic of that faith among the people of west-
ern and central Asia, but not among those of India. There-
fore it is hard to determine to what extent these character-
1stics are due to religion or to some other cause. Among the
Chantos, men of all ranks eat together and share in social
pleasures. Great respect is paid to official and religious
rank, but even the humblest boy has the opportunity to rise
to any post that he is capable of filling.

The industry of the Chantos is a point upon which all
writers do not agree. Those who have had the best oppor-
tunity for observation, however, such as Shaw, Hedin, and
Stein, give the people the most credit. Of course the Chantos
are idle in winter, when there is no work which they can
do, but they work unremittingly for week after week in
summer. My Chanto servants, with one exception, were
faithful and industrious. Shaw sums up his impressions of
Chanto industry thus: —

““The laborers give a good day’s work for a good day’s
wages. There were some men employed making a melon-

garden . . . behind my house at Kashgar. . . . They had




