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idea of having engines from abroad instead of making inferior |
ones on the spot. The ice had been broken. The first
;115 prejudice had been overcome, and railways in China had been
started. Engines, rolling-stock, and rails were now imported,

and a railway towards Tientsin was commenced. This, Mr.

1
i | Kinder, with only one European assistant to supervise the
i mine, was now constructing, A year or two afterwards it.
. reached Tientsin, and has now been extended eastward to
- Shan-hai-kuan. Its extension to Manchuria will be the next
.- ; | move, and then the whole of that magnificently rich country
will be opened up. If any one deserves the credit of having
| ifI | introduced railways into China, I think Mr. Kinder must be
: ‘r (11 the man.

I Mr. Kinder had many stories of his intercourse with Chinese
which amused us. He was called at one time before some
very high Manchu prince who had never seen a European.
The prince eyed the Englishman suspiciously for a time, and
: then began stroking him down, at the same time saying that

|
e | the gentleman was quite tame, and did not apparently bite nor
‘E h

kick. He had been made to believe that Europeans really
. were, as they are always called by the Chinese, devils, and he
i f | had expected to find a sort of wild animal brought before him.
il ] | This is one of the prejudices a European, dealing with the
| 1 | Chinese, has to overcome.

" | Another sort of prejudice which often stood very much in
l : Mr. Kinder's way, was that of “ Feng-shui.” This is a prejudice
h connected with the spirit world. The living, the Chinese
li; consider, must conform to certain rules, or the evil spirits will

| lI| | enter the house, and harm will come to all connected with it.
h A stranger in China is surprised to notice a wall, ten, twenty,
i} or fifty yards long, according to the size of the house, placed a
,: 1 | few yards off straight in front of the gateway. This wall
.i.l i'l: R stands out by itself, and fulfils no apparent object. It is really
I
|

intended to prevent evil spirits entering the houses. Evil




