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the world, other peaks of even greater height, rising like snowy
spires in the distance. There are four peaks over twenty-six
thousand feet at the head of the Baltoro glacier, and away to
our left, though hidden from us, was the peak K.2. Five years
afterwards, Sir William Conway’s party explored the entire
length of the glacier, and ascended a peak twenty-three thousand
feet in height at its head ; but, fascinating though it would have
been to have wandered among these mountain giants, in a region
unsurpassed for sublimity and grandeur by any in the world,
I could only now think of reaching an inhabited spot again as
rapidly as possible,

We turned to the right, then down the glacier, keeping along
the moraine close to the mountain-side. This and the two
following were days of agony to me, for my native boots were
now in places worn through til the bare skin of my foot was
exposed, and I had to hobble along on my toes or my heels to
keep the worn-out part by the balls of my feet from the sharp
stones and rocky débris of the glacier. On account of this
tenderness of my feet, I was always slipping, too, falling and
bruising my elbows, or cutting my hands on the rough stones
in trying to save mysellf.

All that day we plodded wearily along down the glacier,
till at sunset we came upon a little clump of fir trees on the
mountain-side. Here we were able to make up as big a fire
as we wished, and if we could only have had more to eat,
would have been perfectly happy ; but there was now no meat
left, and tea and biscuit was all we had to eat. Next day we
reached the end of the glacier, and here I had an unpleasant
little accident. A strong gushing stream was flowing out of
the glacier, and this we had to cross. It was more than waist-
deep, and filled with blocks of ice from the glacier. I had no
change of clothes, and when good old Shukar Ali—a faithful
attendant, who afterwards accompanied me on two other
Journeys—volunteered to carry me over on his back, I could
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