THE HEART OF A CONTINENT. [CHAP. X1V,

XI1V.

CHAPTER

A WINTER IN KASHGAR.

DURING the first days of our stay in Kashgar, we had a
round of visits to make on Chinese officials. Kashgar is the
principal town of the western part of Chinese Turkestan, and
there is here a Taotai in civil charge of the Kashgar, Yarkand,
and Khotan districts, as well as of the Kirghiz along the frontier.
There is also, at Kashgar, a general in command of the troops
in these districts, who lives in the new town, about two and
a half miles to the south of the old town of Kashgar, in
which the Taotai lives. Of these two functionaries, the civil
governor is the most important, and he is surrounded with a
good deal of state. His official residence is of the usual Chinese
type, with fine rooms and courtyards, and the massive gateways
so characteristic of these places. Here he receives visitors of
distinction with considerable ceremony ; but it is when he goes
out that he appears in greatest pomp. Then men with gongs
and trumpets go in front, a large procession is formed, and both
on leaving and returning to his residence a salute is fired. He
is carried along in a handsome sedan chair, and every sign of
respect is paid to him. Here again the Chinese show their
skill in the art of impressing those they govern, for the sight—
not too common—of their governor parading through the streets
of the city in this ceremonial manner undoubtedly has its effect.
I do not say that this ruling by effect is a good way of ruling,
and as a good deal of the effect is obtained by keeping the




