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ide), and furthermore with an alcoholic solution of guajacol in the presence of
strong sulphuric acid. The mass also contains some lime (Ca).

It may therefore be assumed that the substance in question was once sour milk.

SHEEP WOOL FROM THE KUCHA DISTRICT.

This wool sample is of course not an archzological specimen. Taken from a
sheepskin in the market at Kucha, it is a simple product of to-day, to be compared
to the wools of the grave finds. From this point of view, however, the sample is in-
teresting.

The wool is pretty to look at: clean, dazzlingly white and good-sized. Moreover,
it has an agreeable softness of handle. Isit then a more “cultivated” wool of a higher
count than the two thousand years older wool from the graves? The microscopic
examination does not answer in the affirmative. On the contrary, it shows that the
hairs are coarser, with a thickness between 20 and 55 u, that most of the hairs
have a medullary core or pith like a white string, occupying half the breadth of the
hair, and that the external scales (flattened horny cells) have a very irregular and
split appearance. Most of the wool in the sample consists of overhairs taken from a
sheep belonging to a good but none the less plain breed — producing a wool consider-
ably inferior to the fine and dense wool used in the loin-cloth No. 5: 148.
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