56 EXPLORATIONS IN TURKESTAN.

the appearance of much greater age, being more completely decayed. The largest

of these, Ghaiur Kala (fig. 32), a group of huge mounds within a degraded wall,

must have had a beginning very long ago. The relation of its earliest, deepest-lying

Artifacts to the strata of the plain deserves the closest scrutiny.
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Fig. 32.—The Central Mound of Ghaiur Kala, from 60 to 80 feet high, in Old Merv, looking north.
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