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222 THE BASIN OF EASTERN PERSIA AND SISTAN.

ent. is that of Major Sykes, “Ten Thousand Miles 1n
‘ L]
vast amount of careful observation and record,

supplemented by most painstaking research. To it RTld to Dthelrs 10f1;c1;e 5311:':;;&::
which are noted in the bibliography at the El'ld of this Iepf)rt,ﬁ sha mveb b
less occasion to refer. Lord Curzon’s * Pe.rsm " stands ea:sﬂy r.sthag.iﬂng tuu -
the country as a whole, but unfortunately it deals but bnef}y wit 3 E ea;. E;n p \
of the Shah’s dominion, and hence will b+‘e: referred to but little. 001 s hydi; -
fessional geographers or geologists, there 1s, sO far as 1 knc{w, 1101; m}e Er]:;c feal

with Sistan and the most important parts mf Easte?n Persia. B EL{I ur& mw.: e &
over thirty years ago, traversed the ne}ghb0r111g regions to the sm;cll and wes }f u
has given us the result of his observations and studies in a valua 'i .reme;a; :1. the
geology of Persia as a whole, and in a masterly essay on that 1;105t stfr_aﬂmg I;ﬂuntains

physiographic phenomena, the huge gravel i:ans at the base o 1€ o _
More recently Vredenburg has written a geological account of the portions ol ba uf
chistan to the south and east of Sistan. His facts are valuable, although sc;me :1}

his conclusions are open to question. In addition to the classes of ‘t:u::n-:::nks1r alrea 3;
named there are several accounts of Eastern Persia which are mere travelers tale:; Dd
the most ephemeral interest. ‘The books of all classes, so far as I have clu:}nsutteu
them, are mentioned in the bibliography at the end of this rept:rrt, although no 1

are referred to in the text. As an aid to future students a brief comment on the

nature of the work is appended to each title in the bibliography.

books, and also the most rec
Persia,” a work which embodies a

OUTLINE OF THE FOLLOWING REPORT.

Eastern Persia is one of the most desolate lands 1n the world. iI‘he chief cause
of its desolation is aridity, due in the first place to the country’s f:cnntl‘nental PGS‘.'lt{UII
and in the second to its basin character. As a result of Persia’s continental position
the prevailing northwest winds which blow across it hz?ve IlCtt only already traversed
wide stretches of land and been deprived of most of their mmstt;ne, but they are con-
tinually advancing into more heated regions and thus becoming warmer :—:%1161 less
ready to part with moisture. ~ The basin character of the country tenc’:_ls to 111crealse
the dryness of the interior; for the mountains which surrmmff.l the basin are f?r the
most part lofty and cause the precipitation of whatever moisture th‘e w1.1_1d5 may'
still contain after their long journey from the sea, so that almost nothing is left for
the inner regions. 7

Eastern Persia, northwestern Baluchistan, and southwestern Afghanistan are
all included in the basin which has just been mentioned. Close to the E:::I.SFEI'II
border of Persia this basin of Iran, as it is called, is divided into two subsidiary
basins by a range of mountains running north and south. (See sketch map, fig.
152.) Kast of the range, and complementary to it, lies a rema'rk:ab]e depres-
sion containing the Heri Rud River and four large hollows mutan?mg I::la}fas o1
saline swamps. (See map at end of volume.) Although the gealng1cal lust-::r%'}f of
the countryiis imperfectly known, the unconformability between Tertiary deposits of
continental or estuarine origin and Cretaceous deposits of marine origin shows ‘fhat
Iran began to assume its present basin form far back in the Tertiary era. Since




