¢ PREFACE

encouragement, as attested by their grant in 1909 of the
Founder’s Gold Medal.

It would have been quite impossible for me to do justice
to the varied interest and importance of the antiquities
discovered, including abundant relics of ancient arts and
crafts as well as early manuscript remains in a dozen or so
of different languages, had not a large number of dis-
tinguished Orientalist scholars and students of Lastern art
most readily offered their expert collaboration. The names of
such valued helpers are far too many for individual mention
in this place. So I must rest content with the reterences
made in some chapters to those scholars to whom the
elucidation of particularly important classes of docu-
mentary finds 1s due.

In connexion with the present volume I have to record
my special thanks to the Government of India in the De-
partment of Education, Lands and Health for permission
to use here a selection of photographs taken by me on my
journeys, as well as to the High Commissioner for India in
London who authorized the reproduction from my detailed
reports (Ancient Khotan; Serindia; Innermost Asia) of plates
illustrating certain antiques. For the accompanying map
I am obliged to the Secretary of the Royal Geographical
Soclety, who kindly allowed it to be reproduced from the
one published with the above-quoted paper in the Geo-
graphical fournal. With regard to the arrangement of the
illustrative materials it affords me special gratification to
acknowledge the same valuable help which my artist friend
and assistant, Mr. Fred. H. Andrews, 0.B.E., has kindly
rendered me for all my previous publications. To Mr. George
A. Macmillan I owe sincere gratitude for his kindness in




