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the wider public. In consequence the latter has so far had little
opportunity of learning to appreciate the great historical problems
which are involved in those researches. In the absence of such
preparatory information the non-Orientalist could not be expected
to form for himself a correct estimate of the importance of the
discoveries resulting from my explorations without the guidance of
expert opinion. I must therefore feel grateful that the generous
attention paid to my labours by the most representative body of
qualified fellow-scholars permits me to supply expert opinion in a
clear and conclusive form.

The International Congress of Orientalists, assembled at Hamburg
in September, 1902, before which I was privileged to give an
account of my journey and excavations, adopted the following
resolution, proposed by Professor Henri Cordier, the representative
of the French Government, and Dr. A. A. Macdonell, Boden
Professor of Sanskrit at Oxford, and recommended by the com-
bined Indian, Central-Asian, and Far-Eastern Sections:—

“ The XIIIth International Congress of Orientalists held at Hamburg
beg to express their thanks to His Excellency the Viceroy and the
Government of India for the great encouragement they have extended to
Oriental learning and research by granting to Dr. M. A. Stein the neces-
sary leisure and means for the prosecution of his recent explorations 1in
Eastern Turkestan. They desire at the same time to express their appre-
ciation of the highly important results which have rewarded the labours
of the scholar sclected by the Government of India, and which represent
an ample return for the outlay incurred, owing to the practical nature of
the operations conducted by him. They would also venture to express
the hope that facilities will be given to him for completing the publication
and elaboration of the results obtained, and that the Government will be
pleased to sanction any necessary extension for this purpose ot Dr. Stein’s
present deputation, Finally, they venture to express the hope that, when
circumstances permit, the interests of archaological research will be
allowed to benefit by Dr. Stein’s special experience and previous know-
ledge, which are likely to facilitate considerably the further explorations
which it is desirable should be entrusted to him in the interests of India.”

As far as the space and the limited means of illustration available
in this personal narrative would permit, I have endeavoured to
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