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everywhere a signal success ; its advantages are easily appreci-
ated in a country where other suitable materials could scarcely
be carried to the spot.

It was after rounding a long massive spur which causes a
oreat bend in the river-bed that I first beheld the ice-clad
peaks of Mount Rakiposhi in their glory. The weather had
been too cloudy during the preceding days to see much of this
giant of mountains while I was marching in the valleys which
flank it to the south and west. Now that I had got to its
north side a day of spotless clearness set in, and the dazzling
mass of snow and ice stood up sharp against the blue sky.
Rakiposhi, with its towering height of over 25,500 feet,
commands completely the scenery in the Upper Hunza Valley.
Though several peaks run it close in point of elevation, none
can equal it in boldness of shape and noble isolation. All day
long I revelled in this grand sight, hidden only for short
distances by the spurs which Rakiposhi sends down into the
valley. Between them lie deep-cut side valleys through which
the streams fed from the glaciers of Rakiposhi make their
way to the main stream. The ample moisture supplied by the
eternal snows of the higher slopes has not only brought
verdure to the cultivated terraces in the valley. High above
the walls of bare rock which bound the latter, patches of pine
forest and green slopes of grazing land can be seen stretching
up to the edge of the snow line. Glaciers, of spotless white
on their higher parts, but grey with detritus below, furrow the
flanks of the mountain mass and push their tongues almost
down to the level of the main valley which here rises from six
to seven thousand feet above the sea.

At Nilth, some eight miles above Chalt, the first Nagir
village is reached. It was the scene of the mnotable fight
which decided in 1891 the fate of Hunza and Nagir. The
two little hill states which divide between them the right and
left sides of the valley jointly known as Kanjut, had stoutly
maintained their independence against all Dogra attempts at
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