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172 OPENING OF HIDDEN CHAPEL cu ixv

ignorance could not possibly have had any inkling when
he picked up that packet of ‘specimens.” Chiang-ssi-yeh
realized at once that this discovery was bound to impress
the credulous priest as a special interposition on my behalf
of the great traveller of sacred memory. So he hastened
away to carry the news to the Tao-shih, and, backed up by
this visible evidence of support from the latter's own
cherished saint, to renew his pleading for free access to the
hidden manuscript store. The effect was most striking.
Before long Chiang returned to report that the portent
could be trusted to work its spell. Some hours later he
found the wall blocking the entrance to the recess of the
temple removed, and on its door being opened by the
priest, caught a glimpse of a room crammed full to the roof
with manuscript bundles. I had purposely kept away
from the Tao-shih’s temple all the forenoon, but on getting
this news I could no longer restrain my impatience to see
the great hoard myself. The day was cloudless and hot,
and the ‘soldiers’ who had followed me about during the
morning with my cameras, were now taking their siesta in
sound sleep soothed by a good smoke of opium. So
accompanied only by Chiang I went to the temple.

I found the priest there evidently still combating his
scruples and nervous apprehensions. But under the in-
fluence of that quasi-divine hint he now summoned up
courage to open before me the rough door closing the
narrow entrance which led from the side of the broad front
passage into the rock-carved recess, on a level of about
four feet above the floor of the former. The sight of the
small room disclosed was one to make my eyes open wide.
Heaped up in layers, but without any order, there appeared
in the dim light of the priest’s little lamp a solid mass of
manuscript bundles rising to a height of nearly ten feet,
and filling, as subsequent measurement showed, close on
z00 cubic feet. The area left clear within the room was

just sufficient for two people to stand in. It was manifest

that in this ‘ black hole’ no examination of the manuscripts
would be possible, and also that the digging out of all its
contents would cost a good deal of physical labour.

A suggestion to clear out all the bundles into the large




