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106 MARCQO POLO Boox II.

¢“The trees ‘hard by the plain,’ to which the Tartars tied their horses, and in
which the elephants were entangled, were in all probability in the corner below the
‘rolling hills’ marked in the chart. Very few trees remain, but in any case the
grove would long ago have been cut down by the Chinese, as everywhere on inhabited
plains. A short distance up the hill, however, groves of exceptionally fine trees are
passed. The army, as it seems to us, must have entered the plain from its southern-
most point. The route by which we departed on our way to Burmah would be very
embarrassing, though perhaps not utterly impossible, for so great a number of

elephants.”—H. C.]
Between 1277 and the end of the century the Chinese Annals record three

campaigns or expeditions against MIEN ; viz. (1) that which Marco has related in this
chapter ; (2) that which he relates in ch. liv. ; and (3) one undertaken in 1300 at the
request of the son of the legitimate Burmese King, who had been put to death by an
usurper. The Burmese Annals mention only the two latest, but, concerning both the
date and the main circumstances of these two, Chinese and Burmese Annals are in
almost entire agreement. Surely then it can scarcely be doubted that the Chinese.
authority is amply trustworthy for the firs¢ campaign also, respecting which the
Burmese book is silent ; even were the former not corroborated by the independent
authority of Marco.

Indeed the mutual correspondence of these Annals, especially as to chronology, is
very remarkable, and is an argument for greater respect to the chronological value of
the Burmese Chronicle and other Indo-Chinese records of like character than we
should otherwise be apt to entertain. Compare the story of the expedition of 1300 as
told after the Chinese Annals by De Mailla, and after the Burmese Chronicle by
Burney and Phayre. (See De Mailla, IX. 476 segq. ; and /. 4. S. B. vol. vi. pp. 12I-
122, and vol. xxxvii. Pt. I. pp. 102 and 110.)

CHAPTER L:illl.

OF THE GREAT IDESCENT THAT LEADS TOWARDS THE KINGDOM
oF MIEN.

AFTER leaving the Province of which I have been speaking
you come to a great Descent. . In fact you ride for two
days and a half continually down hill. On all this
descent there is nothing worthy of mention except' only
that there is a large place there where occasionally a
great market is held ; for all the people of the country
round come thither on fixed days, three times a week,
and hold a market there. They exchange gold for silver :
for they have gold in abundance; and they give one
weight of fine gold for five weights of fine silver: so
this induces merchants to come from various quarters




