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32 THE FORMING OF THE OASIS OF ANAU.

decrease in vegetation indicated by the absence of the loess constituent, and the
evidence, both geographical and archeological, of regional desiccation, the change
would seem clearly to have been towards aridity. The successive degradations
and rebuildings recorded in our shafts show that this period was one of fluctuating
climate—a time in which the periods of greater precipitation affected the mountain
regions without causing local rainfall after winter on the zone of deposition. |

The time needed for the accumulation of the observed 2,200 feet of sediments
in the Askhabad Well can be estimated only in geological chronology. It doubtless
extends well back in the Pleistocene period, and it is not unlikely that the conditions
shown between the depths of 500 and goo feet mark the last great glacial advance.

Looking upon the loess-forming condition shown below —60 feet as typical
of the piedmont plains of southern Turkestan generally, and probably of northern
Persia as well, we see correspondence with the conditions that permitted the
existence of the herds of ruminants and horses that in Pleistocene time ranged
from Mongolia to southeastern Europe. And that these animals existed in a
wild state at Anau at the time when the North Kurgan was settled is proved by
Dr. Duerst’s study of the bones collected during our excavations.

In the following table, constructed by R. W. Pumpelly, an attempt is made
to illustrate the physiographic history of the Anau delta-oasis:

Physiographic History of the Anaw Delta-oasis.
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