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the post at the northern foot of the Mintaka Pass, when a
report was brought to my guide of a “ Russian officer,” who
had just reached the post via the Payik Pass from the north.
Having heard nothing before of such a visitor being expected,
I rode up with some curiosity, and soon found myself face to
face with the reported arrival. It was a young German officer,
Lieutenant F., of the Bavarian Foot Guards, who had just
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travelled down from the head of the Russian railways in
Farghana, and was now intending to make his way to Gilgit
and India. He knew nothing of the special permission of the
Indian Government, without which the Hunza route is closed
to European travellers, and was also surprised to hear of the
time required for the journey down to Kashmir. Finding that
his leave would not suffice for this extension of his trip,

Lieutenant F. there and then, while refreshing himself at
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